!

Our outgoing president, Carl Hanson, at out AGM/holiday party
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At the AGM on the 7th of December the following
members were elected as officers and members of
the board of directors, 3 years
Karen Bates

President

Dave Randall

VP/Activities

Adrian Curtis

VP/Membership

Diane Crook

Treasurer

Dave Herrick

Secretary

Ed Hall

Director

Pat Reilly

Director

Have an idea for an event ?

Patt Centore

Director

Give Dave Randall a call at 978-887-9616

Susan Curtis

Director

March 2004
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Have an idea for an event ?

:

Give Dave Randall a call at 978-887-9616

J A N E OFFICERS
President:

Karen Bates

(781-963-3657)

VP/ Events:

Dave Randall

(978-887-9616)

Slaloms:

John Loring

(508-878-6890)

Secretary:

Dave Herrick

(603-673-1314)

Treasurer:

Diane Crook

(781-659-4024)

VP/Membership: Adrian Curtis

(603-293-4938)

Sue Curtis
Concours:

Chief Judge:
Advertising:

Ed Hall

(508 853 8193)

Carl Hanson

(781 275 2707)

Eric Hagopian

(413-821-8987)

David Roth

Editor: Harry Parkinson

(603 465 3787)
(603 882-9367)

30 Coburn Ave.
Nashua, NH 03063
E-mail: harryparkinson@comcast.net

JANE on the Web
http://www.j-a-n-e.org
Regalia on the web Order on line, pay by Pay Pal
New inventory! Shirts, hats, and more

Please read the JONAT event announcement on
page 8. We need volunteers to take care of our leg of
this event as coordinators. Contact your president or
events chair Dave Randall if you can help out.
The first meeting will be held at Skip's in Chelmsford
on January 28th. Upcoming year's events will be covered as well as the regular business.
Hope to see you there.
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Jaguar Trivia
In the fire at the Coventry manufacturing facility in February
of 1957, what models were on the production line which was
halted for only 6 weeks.
There were six models.
Name them

Answer on page 8

Restorations
by Carl Hanson
“One Step Forward, Two Steps Back
– Happy Endings”

This month, I am venting some of the frustration associated with a restoration project. Sometimes things don’t
go as planned. There comes a time when some work
needs to be re-done, just when you think you got it right.
Here are two short stories on that theme based on the
restoration of my 1951 XK120 FHC.
Story No. 1: Veneering, revisited. My articles in April,
May and June 2003 issues of “The Coventry Cat” described the steps I took to restore the interior wood with
new and beautiful burled walnut veneer. Lacking a vacuum press, I resorted to clamping the glued pieces between thick sheets of plywood. Stiff foam was shaped to
serve as cauls for the beveled edges. The glue was
Pliobond #30, a very strong all-purpose adhesive that
forms a heavy film with 30% solids, intended for controlled penetration on porous surfaces. (I figured wood is
a porous surface.) Pliobond is a thermosetting adhesive
that toughens with age and is especially good under
conditions of heat and vibration. (Sounds like a good
description of a Jaguar dashboard.)
Everything worked out very well, and I was extremely
proud of my work, as evidenced by the third article in
June 2003. The picture below shows the beautiful instrument fascia after re-veneering.
Alas, it was not to last. When the warm, humid summer
days arrived, the large flat parts of veneer on my
dashboard began to develop bubbles. At first I did not

01 !
panic – I consulted a good book on veneering and
found out that an application of heat, such as from a
hot iron, followed by pressure would likely encourage
the adhesive to reattach itself to the veneer. Not in my
case. Have you ever played that amusement park
game called “Whack a Mole?” Moles pop up out of the
ground somewhat randomly and you are supposed to
whack them with a mallet in order to score points.
Well, that is what it felt like – trying to flatten the bubbles. Every time I got the pressure on one, a few others developed elsewhere!
Soon I gave up and let the pieces do what they are going to do in the hot, humid summer. It was not pretty.
Bubbles ruined the appearance of the dashboard.
Amazingly, there were no bubbles in the thinner
pieces, like the cantrails or the ashtray. Just the big
flat areas on the dashboard.
I had a few pieces of veneer remaining from my first
order, so I laboriously chipped off all my hard work.
Then I cleaned off the glue residue with MEK – a job
best done outdoors to protect one’s lungs from the
fumes – or the house from blowing up. Upon advice
from the supplier of the veneer (Certainly Wood in Upstate NY), I resorted to the “bigger hammer approach.”
I used West System epoxy.

The Completed Instrument Facia
An alternative equally recommended was a urea formaldehyde glue – but I already owned the West System kit, having used it to strengthen the bonds on the
wood in my XK’s doors (see November 2000 article).
Continued on page 11
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My First Jaguar
by Harry Parkinson

The failure certainly was not Jaguar's fault, but was caused
by a mechanic that didn't know how to pack and tighten
wheel bearings!

As part of my efforts to keep to car in pristine condition, I
decided to repaint the car. The car had not been garaged
since I owned it and the previous owner had also used it as
a daily driver in Texas. The paint had oxidized and was
weathered. I looked for a local body shop that would do
credit to the car. Lo and behold, two blocks from my work
was such a place. When I went to check them out, there
were several paint jobs in process, a fire truck that had
some
damage repair and a local business owner's Rolls
The XK120 OTS was still running very well and was still my
Royce
who had Rolls was resprayed every other year, Both
only car, used as a daily driver. In the summer , the hood (top)
was rarely up. The tonneau cover kept the rain and dust out of paint jobs, the fire truck and the Rolls were absolutely gorthe cockpit. The cool summer nights were a joy. It's distinctive geous.
sounds, it's performance, and it's comfort was a unique experience. I can clearly remember one night when I was at a
The paint job was very expensive, but I wanted the best for
lakeside party. One of my friends went for a test run…...I
my
120. The job included removing much of the chrome
could hear the exhaust sounds clearly in the still of the night
and
trim, painting the body it's original color, stripping and
shifting up and down at corners and intersections as he drove
the nearby roads. To this day, it's one of my fondest memories painting the wire wheels silver ( the car had original
painted wire wheels from the factory), and stripping and
of the 120.
painting the brake drums in black. I borrowed one of my
family's cars while the paint job was in process. At the end
of
the week, I picked up the car and it was a like new finThe 120 made regular trips to Connecticut, Vermont and New
Hampshire on weekends. It was serviced at the recommended ish. It was gorgeous! When I took the car home, I put it in
intervals, the only thing that was replaced on the car was four one of the garage stalls to let the paint harden for a few
days. Good plan that was foiled. My father, with all good
new tires. Regular oil change and lubrication was done by
intentions, was taking down window screens to put them
local garages.
up for the summer season. They were stored in a rack right
above the car. One slipped and fell on the hood(bonnet)
One incident, caused by a bad service technician, was the only and front fenders(wings). No dents, but a nice imprint of
the screen grid pattern in the fresh paint. So back to the
parts failure that I had while I owned the car. It was the front
wheel bearing failure which caused the left front wheel spindle body shop for repair and respray!
to break.
Continuing on from last month, I had just completed my brief
active duty Army career and had returned to New Hampshire. I
also returned to my civilian career in military electronics at
Sanders Associates, an expanding company in Nashua, NH.
that I continued to work at for the next 26 years

I continued to use the 120 as a daily driver through one
more NH winter with only a couple of days where I couldI left the car at a service station to have it greased, the oil
changed, and to repack the front wheel bearings. The mechanic n't get the engine to fire…...it was just too cold. The engine
would turn over, but before it would start, the battery
apparently tightened the axle nuts too tight and put too much
wouldn't have anything left. Maybe starting fluid (ether) or
load on the bearings. I picked up the car and headed to Connecticut for the weekend. After about three hours of driving, I something similar would have worked, but as I had another
car available I just waited for the warmer days. Still, for a
heard the front wheel bearing starting to make noise. Fortucar not garaged, it was very reliable.
nately, I was only a few miles from my destination. I turned
off the highway and went directly to the local Jaguar dealer, on
Route 1 in Darien. As I drove into the driveway...crunch, the
In the meantime, I had acquired two other Jaguars, a MK
shock of hitting the concrete ramp caused the front spindle to
VII
with an automatic and a MK VIIM with a 4 speed,
break. The wheel came off, but the tire wedged between the
Both
cars were in good shape, no rust, clean interiors, but
fender. The car stopped without the frame or oil pan hitting
the pavement. And it was in the Jaguar dealer's lot. The dealer had one major problem, the engines wouldn't turn over.
They were frozen, but were complete and together. I deordered a replacement spindle and changed it along with replacing the front wheel bearing on both sides of the car. Since cided to try to free up one of the engines. I drained the oil
I was close to NYC, it took a day to get replacement parts, but and dropped the oil pan, hoping to be able turn over the
I was relieved that the only damage was a broken front spindle. crank from the crankshaft.
Continued on page 8
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Annual Membership Dues Reminder
Just as a reminder, the annual renewal is due to membership chairs Adrian and Sue Curtis .
Dues paid by 15 January will be registered in our club directory as well as submitted to the JCNA for
2004. Checks should be made out to JANE in the amount of $50.00. Please mail to:
Adrian and Sue Curtis
39 Curtis Road
Gilford, NH 03249
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Above; Carl Hanson receives a memento of his
presidency
Above left: The Reillys, the Strachmanns and the
Roths smile for the camera

Left:
What's this on
my windshield?
From
Adrian Curtis

Above: Ah, a good glass of Guinness before dinner
with Dan Rourke, Wes Keyes, and Jim Sambold
Below : Ed and Kathi Hall in the holiday spirit

Below: Elsa Roth and Avis Mello run the auction
Carmen Chiungos with her auction gift,
floor mats for a Jaguar
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Continued form page 4

as much as I tried, I couldn't free up the engine, I couldn't get
it to turn over. Discouraged, I put back the oil pan and put
the cars up for sale. Later on, I encountered the same problem when I was rebuilding the engine for my MK IV. One of
the solutions for a frozen engine is to strip it down, removing
the head, the crankshaft, and taking out the pistons. Un fortunately, I didn't realize at the time how difficult it is to free up
an engine. I could have pulled the MK VII engine, stripped
it down for rebuild, and would have had a nice sedan as a
winter driver.

Jaguar Trivia Question ( page 3)
The six models on the production line at the time of the
fire were 2.4/3.4 MK 1 sedan, MK VIIM, MK VIII, XK140,
D type and XKSS. Only the D type and XKSS models not
involved in the fire were completed. The last D type was
produced in August of 1957 and the last XKSS was produced in November of that same year, ending production
of those models.

The JONAT is Coming! The JONAT is Coming!
A friend of mine, Tom, from work had started to acquire a
Jaguar or two….he had a MK V drophead and a companion
MK V saloon. In 1961, there were all kinds of older Jaguars
in southern NH that were off the road for various reasons.
Tom was going to make one good car out of the two. He
started to part out the worst one and asked for some help.
Unfortunately, he was scrapping the drophead! It had no top
(hood), but other wise was a complete car. The saloon was
also a complete car, rust free, in good condition, but neither
car had a running engine. As I got more involved in his project, I volunteered to rebuild the 3.5L pushrod Jaguar motor.
The saloon had all the parts for a restoration including Lucas
tri-bar headlamps, but some of the details needed work. The
front and rear bumpers were bent and dented, the paint badly
oxidized, the interior wood need refinishing, and the carpets
were badly worn. But there was no rust, the chrome was in
good shape, and although the leather needed cleaning, it was
complete and needed no repairs.
It was one of my worst decisions I would make in my car
buying/trading life. I decided to sell Tom my XK120 for
some cash, the incomplete MK V, a Chevrolet daily driver( a
1950 sedan I think), some tools, a acetylene torch set and a
partridge and a pear tree.
What was I thinking? The trade/sale by today's standards
would be idiotic. Perhaps it was then, but it was a done deal.
Tom continued to drive the XK120, but not as a daily driver.
Tom kept the XK120 for a number of years, but it kept getting long in the tooth. He was going to restore it, but after
several years of not being on the road, sold it to a local doctor. He restored it and kept it as an occasional driver. Here
endth the First Jaguar story.
I went on the finish the MK V engine. That's another story
which I'll pick up on next month. I'll complete the story of
my early Jaguar adventures starting with the MK V and ending with 3.4 MK 1 saloon

JANE chairman needed
JANE members, get ready for the arrival of the “Jaguar
Owners North American Tour (JONAT).” What is
JONAT, you ask? It is an informal, rather ambitious
Jaguar driving tour around the whole country with legs
up into Canada as well. Not everyone will do the whole
tour – it has been set up in about twenty sectors so that
Jaguar owners can jump in when the tour comes to their
area. Details are given on a website http://jonat.org.
Each sector has a volunteer organization, including an
all-important “sector coordinator.” The sector organizers
lay out a route of between 120 to 300 miles per day with
a common start and stopping point. They provide a list
of candidate accommodations, meal locations, interesting stops for shopping, views, historical sites, etc., but
do not make any reservations. Each tourist must make
his own reservations, but the planners hope that enough
bonding takes place such that people will tour together.
According to the website, the tour arrives in New England from Quebec on Sunday, June 20, with an overnight stop in the Stowe, VT, area. Then on Monday,
June 21, it progresses to the Boston area, with a rest day
on Tuesday June 22. On Wednesday, June 23, JONAT
goes on to Mahwah, NJ, former home of Jaguar North
America.
JONAT does not have a sector organizing committee for
the New England sector. JANE members might be interested in helping. It would be a good opportunity for
us to be good hosts to Jaguar owners from other parts of
the country and to enjoy touring along with them for one
or more sectors. If you are interested, the website has
information where you can volunteer to help. Maybe we
should make this a JANE event? Let the Activities
Chairman know your thoughts on the idea! May be we
could coordinate with our sister club, JCSNE, to assist
in the Connecticut leg.
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For Sale: XKE 1964 C o u p e ; White w/ blk interior. Many new parts - Previous owner was Jag mechanic. Price reduced must sell
$14,500 Michael Glick 603-539-5830 marbfarm@localnet.net
1203
For Sale: JAGUAR MARK IX: Immaculate result of a cost-no-object restoration, the absolute best available anywhere. Stunning.
$55K or ONO by 11/30/03. More info and photos: www.beachamcars.com. (617) 513-0388 (MA), 007@donrose.com
1203
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For Sale: 1959 Jaguar XK150S - Rare 3.4S, Olde English White, Black Interior, 4 speed with OD; Wire wheels; Restored in the late 80’s,
nicely sorted out, handsome and enjoyable. $70,000 Stew Jones Restorations, 860-379-1534
0304
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For Sale: 1999 Jaguar XK8 Convertible, Saphire blue w/ cream leather interior; 39K miles; blue top; purchased from Lee Jaguar,
Wellesley, MA. 2nd owner; Interesting British or German trades considered; Asking $33,500; Call 508-945-6022
0304
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For Sale: 1973 XJ-12 Series 1 - SWB sedan; gun metal metallic paint; excellent shape; black interior; chrome and seals excellent;
Nevada car always stored, no rust ; 4 sp auto;new tires, splined hubs, wire wheels, stainless exhaust, brake disks and calipers,
steering rack w/ mounts, engine and transmission mounts, radiator, hoses, electric fan; all original interior and boot; needs rear
main seal on engine, carb and fuel adjustments; 3rd at recent JANE slalom; need space for newer Jag; make an offer; Call Joe at
978-526-1894 or 508-958-1299; email joe.lombardi2@verizon.net
0304
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For Sale: 1997 Jaguar Vanden Plas Sedan 4D, gorgeous car in superior condition; jade w/tan interior; Owned by Jaguar enthusiast,
6 cylinder, 4.0 litre automatic; 63,000mi, $18,500, 508-697-2712, Wayne Phillips, 12 Beechwood Circle, Bridgewater, MA 02324
1203
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For Sale: 1971 XKE V12 2+2; Automatic, wire wheels, A/C, Sable, $11,000 or make an offer; Dave Owens, 401-294-4634
kanesguns@mindspring.com

0104

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For Sale: 1974 XKE V12 Roadster. 2 tops, only 6500 miles, 4 speed, wires, Regency Red/Biscuit, no hits; $53000.00
Call Ara at 782-643-1463 or 978-369-4004

0104

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For Sale: Jaguar XK120,140, & 150 new sheetmetal: front and rear wings (patch panels or complete), spats, rear inner wings, fuel
tanks, doors, door skins, boot lids, boot lid skins, sills, shut pillars, battery boxes, stainless steel side curtain frames and
more! Rebuilding service for your doors, lids and door hinges. All parts fabricated by WES PARTS - over 30 years experience.
Call or write Wray Schelin, WES PARTS, 508 347 7749, PO Box 652, Charlton City, MA 01508. For a free catalog. E-mail:
wesparts@hey.net
pd

Advertising Rates, 2003: An ad in the Coventry Cat currently reaches over 350 households with very high demographics. Unless
otherwise specified, rates are on a annual basis(12 issues)Business card and classified ad rates are as follows:
Business Card 3 1/2” x 2” : Members.........................$60.00 Non-members............$120.00;
Full page......$600.00
Half page.....$325.00
Quarter page......$175.00
Back Cover......$1200.00
Inside cover/center........$1000.00
Classified For Sale & Wanted : Members (3 Month Limit) ...... FREE Non-Members (per insertion).$5.00
Please contact David Roth at the address below or email him at RothHollis@aol.com to get a quotation.Please send camera ready copy
and a check before the 15th of the month previous to intended insertion. Make checks payable to JANE, Ltd.
Mail to:David Roth,180 Wheeler Road, Hollis, NH 03049-5930
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Restorations
(continued from page 3)

JANE Night at New England Dragway

This is great stuff – it sets up rather slowly so you
have time to get the clamping in place. A downside is
that it bleeds into the veneer, a problem if you intend
to use a stain to darken the color --- hardened epoxy
will not take a stain. However, I have no intention of
staining the beautiful walnut burl so it was not a problem for me. In fact, I welcomed the bleed through. In
effect, it turns the whole surface into a plastic that is
securely bonded to the substrate. I sanded the surface smooth and applied many coats of Minwax
Helmsman Spar Urethane, sanding down between
coats with finer and finer grit paper and topped it off
with a coat of Butcher’s Bowling Alley Wax. Voila!
Good as new!
Story No. 2. Re-painting the Car. Many of you have
listened to my frustration about the length of time it
has taken to paint my car. It was in December 2000
when I hauled the body out of my garage to the restoration shop. Three years later, it came back. A number of adventures occurred during the intervening
time, only one of which I will describe here. This story
relates to the final paint coat.
Let me review the process with you. The body went
to the restoration shop on a special wood frame on
wheels – custom-built to match the attachment points
of the body to the frame. After some time (!) it returned to my garage in primer and several JANE buddies helped reattach the body to the chassis (no
mean feat, I might add – see September 2003 for the
story). The whole car (I guess it can be called a “car”
now that the body is back on the chassis?) was returned to the shop for final priming and painting.
Here is where the story of frustration peaks. The car
was completely painted and ready for final sanding
and buffing. I was at home, chomping at the bit to get
started installing my new wiring harness. One telephone call dampened my excitement. During the
sanding process, small black flecks were observed in
the paint! Not supposed to be there in a “pastel blue
metallic” color – the shop owner and the paint company got into a “who shot John” argument. It turned
out that the paint was corrupted by a faulty pigment.

New paint was supplied and the matter was settled.
All the speckled paint was sanded off, new paint
sprayed and we finally have a car in the garage.

This is a cut down, soupedsouped-up MK VII
THIS WILL BE A JANE FIRST!!!!!
New England Dragway in Epping NH has open Friday
Night racing. What does “Open” mean? It means show up
around 6 PM on Friday, April 30 and race ‘till 10 PM with
your Jaguar and JANE friends. Friday nights are reserved
for “street legal” cars on street tires (that’s us). One entry
fee of $17.00 buys all the runs you can fit in. Rules and
safety requirements are simple for cars that run 12 seconds
and slower (that’s us). More in the CAT as “race night”
approaches. See www.newenglanddragway.com.
The ‘plan’ is for JANE to meet in the pits, run our cars ‘till
10 PM, go out for burgers and beers, and call it a night no
worse for wear.
Co-drivers are allowed on Fridays- bring your wives. Lady
drivers, bring your best guy. Great way to start the 2004
driving season!
Event Chairman, Adrian Curtis.
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A & E DIE COMPANY

ANNOUNCES IT NOW MAKES PROMOTIONAL
PRODUCTS. THEY ARE MADE BY EMBEDDING A
PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGE INTO THE SURFACE OF
THE PRODUCT SUCH AS COFFEE MUGS, MOUSE
PADS, KEY FOBS AND MORE. CAN BE USED A
GIVE AWAY, EMPLOYEE REWARD. USES ARE
ENDLESS. USABLE BY COMPANIES, CLUBS OR
ANY ORGANIZATION TO IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE
OR AS FUND RAISERS
Call, FAX or write for a brochure
A & E DIE COMPANY
40 LOWELL ROAD
BLD 1, UNIT 7, SALEM, NH 03079
Thearthursmith@cs.com
TEL 1-603-893-6576 FAX 1-603-893-6579

